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Notice is hereby given that the 67th Annual General Meeting of the Cheshire County Badminton Association 
will be held in the Willaston Memorial Hall, Willaston, Wirral, Cheshire, CH64 2XR on Tuesday 15th July 
2025 commencing at 7.15 p.m. 
 

Doreen Francey 
Secretary 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
 

1. President’s Welcome 
 

2. A Tribute to A D Jordan 
 
3. Apologies for absence 

 
4. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 10th July 2024 
 
5. Matters Arising 
 
6. To receive and adopt the Secretary’s Report for the 2024/2025 season 
 
7. To receive and adopt the Accounts for the year ended 30th April 2025 and to agree the county 

fees for 2025/2026  
 

8. To receive and adopt the Match Secretary’s Report for the 2024/2025 season 
 
9. To receive and adopt the Tournament Secretary Report for the 2024/2025 season 

 
10. To receive and adopt the Masters’ Secretary’s Report for the 2024/2025 season 

 

11. Affiliation/County Fees 
 

CCBA 
 

Badminton England, as advised below 
 

Membership Fees 
 
 
We know clubs and counties often wait for our membership pricing before setting their own, 
therefore the 2025/26 membership prices are as follows: 
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We’re delighted to confirm that we have frozen prices for:  
 

• Community Membership for children aged 11 and under – this will remain free to allow as 
many children as possible to enjoy our sport  

• Club Affiliation fees – we are supporting new clubs and encouraging growth across all club 
sizes by not increasing prices next season  

• Volunteer Coach Members – we’re helping to get more coaches registered, enabling them to 
provide additional opportunities for clubs and players 

 
 

2024/25 Change Updates 

 
Compete  
 
Following your positive feedback, administrators will continue to have the ability to purchase or upgrade 
their players memberships to Compete if they wish. 
 
Auto-renewal  
 
We will continue to offer a 10% discount for members who choose auto-renewal.  

 

• This is managed directly within each player’s JustGo account during the renewal process by ticking 

the box (clubs are not able to do this on behalf of players).  

• To date, 20% of members have opted in, which has helped ease admin workload for clubs and 

improved the player experience when entering tournaments. It’s also allowed us to connect with 

more members meaning a greater uptake in players accessing some of our great benefits.  

• Players, and their membership status, show in the club list in the same way they would if the club 

purchases the membership.  

• Unless there is an issue with the payment card, memberships will auto renew on 1st November.  

• Club administrators can check all their players membership status at a glance on (or after) 1st Nov’ 

and know they hold a valid membership for the season. 
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Seasonal Memberships  
 
As part of our efforts to further support administrators, all player memberships and club affiliations 
(excluding coaches) have now moved to a seasonal model. This means:  

 
• All memberships (excluding coaches) will expire on 31st October, aligning with Club Affiliations.  

• If you have any players that have not yet joined BE, new members (those who have not held a 

membership or affiliation within the last year) will receive a 40% discount for joining partway through 

the season. 

Help with Membership 
 

 
If you would like to discuss your club membership in more detail or require any assistance renewing, click 
below to view our help page with handy step-by-step guides or contact the membership team on 
membership@badmintonengland.co.uk 
 
 
12. To confirm appointment of Cheshire Delegates on Badminton England Council 
 

Representative   Brenda Andrew 
 
 
13. Appointment of Independent Examiner 
 
                       Independent Examiner                       Jill Jackson 
 
 
14. Election of Officers and Members of Council 
 

The following have been proposed and seconded: 
 
Chairman     Karl Bergh 
Secretary     Doreen Francey 
Treasurer     Karl Bergh 
Registration Secretary   Janet Risk 
Match Secretary    Ben Woodward 
Tournament Co-ordinator   Alan Nottingham 
Masters’ Secretary    Derek Neary 
Website Manager                              Kay Vickers  
Child Welfare Officer                                      Emma Hilton 
Chair of Selectors                                           Richard Morrisey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:membership@badmintonengland.co.uk
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15. Election of President and Vice Presidents 
 

The following have been proposed and seconded: 
 
President  Mr Roger Ewing 
Vice Presidents Mrs B Andrew, J Berry, P Mascarenhas, D Potter,  

R Westmorland, C W Evans, D Sumner and Mrs B Hickson. 
 
Neil Cooper is being proposed as a Vice President 
 
 

 
16. Presentation of Awards 
 

Marjorie Bryce-Smith Trophy 
 
Arthur Evans Memorial Trophy 
 
 

17. Introduction to Abbey Barry, Badminton England, Regional Manager for the North 
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Minutes of the 66th Annual General Meeting of Cheshire County Badminton Association held on 
Wednesday 11th July 2024 at the Hinderton Arms, Neston, commencing at 6.45 p.m. 
 
There were 12 people present. 
 
1. President’s Welcome 

 
Mr Ewing welcomed everyone to the 66th Annual General Meeting.  He expressed disappointment 
at the number present and made the point that CCBA’s first AGM was in the 1950s at the Chester 
Grosvenor Hotel and over one hundred people had been in attendance! According to the rules, to 
hold the meeting a quorum was necessary, and we were just short of the necessary number but, 
bearing in mind that it had been difficult to identify a suitable date for the AGM, he felt the meeting 
should proceed. 
 
2. Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies for absence had been received from Jane Brunby, Emma Hilton, Jill Jackson, Richard 
Morrisey, Derek Neary, Linda Smith and Ben Woodward 
 
3. Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held in June 2023 

 
The minutes of the AGM held on 28th June 2023 had been circulated and it was proposed, seconded 
and agreed, that they be signed as a true record. 
 
4. Matters Arising 

 

There were no matters arising. 
   
5.  To receive and adopt the Secretary’s Report for the 2023/24 season 

 
It was proposed by Council, seconded and agreed that the Secretary’s report be adopted. 

 

6. To receive and adopt the Accounts for the year ended 30th April 2024 and to agree the affiliation 
fee for 2024/2025 

 
The Treasurer circulated copies of the Accounts and asked if there were any questions.   
 
The Accounts at present had not been audited. 
 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Accounts be adopted. 
 

 

7.  To receive and adopt the Match Secetary’s Report for the 2023/24 season 

 
Mr Woodward had tendered his apologies for the meeting as he was moving house. The Chairman 
made the point that Mr Woodward was new to the role but he had done a good job. 
 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed, that the report be adopted. 
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8. To receive and adopt the Tournament Secretary’s Report for the 2023/24 season 
 

Mr Ewing made the point that in recognition of Mr Nottingham and Mrs Bergh’s efficiency in running Cheshire 

tournaments, Badminton England had asked them to organise the U15 Derbyshire Golf Tournament.   

 
The report had been prepared by Mrs Jan Bergh and was adopted.  
 

 

9.  To receive and adopt the Master’s Secretary’s Report for the 2023/24 season 
 

Unfortunately, Mr Neary was unable to attend the meeting, but the point was made that he had, as always, 

done a very good job. 

 
It was proposed, seconded, and agreed that the report be adopted. 
 

 

10. County Affiliation Fees 
 

 
CCBA - Mr Bergh advised that CCBA were not proposing any change in the affiliation fee for the following 

year and the fees would remain at:- 

 

  £4.25 Adults 

£1.10 Juniors 

  

 

Badminton England 

 

Mr Bergh advised that the BE fees for the following seasons were:- 

 

prices for the 2024/25 season are below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

www.cheshirebadminton.org 

Cheshire Chat AGM Edition 2025 
 
 

 

  

 

BE will be introducing a 10% discount for members who sign up for an auto-renewal subscription for their 

membership. Players are able to do this directly within their JustGo accounts during the renewal process, 

clubs are not able to do this on players’ behalf. BE are hoping this will reduce administration time for clubs 

and will also reduce the number of potential issues members may experience when entering tournaments. 

 

To further aid administrators, BE are moving all memberships to seasonal. This means all memberships 

(excluding coaches) will now expire on 31st October in line with Club Affiliations. Current members will be 

contacted near their expiry date to inform them of how this will effect their renewal. 

 

 

11. To confirm appointment of Cheshire Delegates on Badminton England Council 
 

The appointment of Mrs Brenda Andrew was confirmed. 
 
 
12. Appointment of Independent Examiner 

 

It was understood that Mrs Jill Jackson was willing to continue in the role of Independent Examiner 
and it was agreed that she should continue to act as our Independent Examiner. Mr Bergh undertook 
to contact her to confirm the appointment. As mentioned, the Accounts had still to be audited and 
Mrs Jackson was expecting them. 
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13.  Election of Officers and Council Members 

 

The following individuals had been nominated by Council and were willing to stand.    
 
Chairman    Mr Karl Bergh 
Secretary    Mrs Doreen Francey 
Treasurer    Mr Karl Bergh 
Membership Secretary  Vacancy 
Tournament Co-ordinator  Mr Alan Nottingham 
Masters Secretary   Mr Derek Neary 
Match Secretary   Mr Ben Woodward  
Website Manager   Mrs Kay Vickers 
Child Welfare Officer  Miss Emma Hilton 
Chair of Selectors   Mr Richard Morrissey 
 
The above individuals were re-elected en bloc. 
 
Mrs Minihan had resigned as Membership Secretary and Council was looking for a replacement to 
fill that role. If anyone had any suggestions, they were asked to contact the Chairman. After the 
meeting Janet Risk did enquire as to what was involved and would let us know if she thought she 
could help. 
 
A Job Description was available and Mr Meredith agreed to place this on the Wirral Badminton 
League’s website. 
 
 
14. Election of President and Vice Presidents 

 

Mr Bergh proposed, seconded by Mr Westmorland, that Mr Roger Ewing should continue as our 
President and this was agreed. 
 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed, that all the other Vice-Presidents should be re-elected en 
bloc as follows:- Mrs B Andrew, J Berry, C W Evans,  
P Mascarenhas, D Potter, R Westmorland, D Sumner and Mrs B Hickson 
 
 
15. Presentation of Awards 

 
Marjorie Bryce Smith Trophy – This award was presented to Janet Risk from the Wirral League who 
was presented with the trophy at the meeting.   
 
Arthur Evans Memorial Trophy – Mrs Jill Jackson had been nominated for this award but was unable 
to be present at the meeting. Mrs Jackson had been told that she was to receive the award, and the 
Chairman would be making arrangements for a presentation at a suitable time in the future. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.45 p.m. 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT FOR SEASON 2024/25  
  
 

I can’t believe twelve months have elapsed since I last started to prepare my report. Time does fly!        
 
As is normally the case, most of the County’s activities are covered comprehensively by other 
officers on Council so there is not a lot left for me to report. 
 
Firstly, and on a sad note, I have to advise that we lost a true Cheshire legend, on 29th May 2025, 
when Anthony Derek (Tony) Jordan passed away at the age of 91. Tony will not be known by too 
many, but he claimed his record 100th England cap against Ireland in 1970 at Claughton, Birkenhead 
in front of a capacity crowd of 1000. He will be sadly missed by his family and his many friends. 
 
This season we reduced the number of meetings. The meetings we have held have been a mixture 
of face to face and a hybrid meeting - Zoom and Face to Face. Disappointingly, attendance at these 
meetings has been low.  However, the last meeting was a face-to-face meeting and we finished at 
10.15 p.m. so there must have been some useful debate! 
 
We welcomed Janet Risk onto Council at the last AGM as Registration Secretary to replace Annie 
Minihan (a hard act to follow) and Janet has been a welcome addition to the meetings.  
 
Once again Derek Neary has been working hard co-ordinating the Masters group.  We thank Derek 
most sincerely for all his efforts on behalf of the County and his IT skills in setting up the Zoom 
meetings. 
 
Ben Woodward has been doing an excellent job as Match Secretary and in his first season in the 
role he has seen the 1st Team maintain their Championship status, the 2nd Team bounce straight 
back up to Division 2, winning the division by a clear 12 points and the 3rd Team remain in Division 
3. Well done Ben!  
 
The County’s intention going forward is to focus more attention on Junior badminton and our heartfelt 
thanks must also go to Gavin Simpson and his team for all their efforts in this direction. We must 
always look to the future and Gavin and his team are doing some sterling work. 
 
I am delighted to be able to report that our work has already begun in supporting our junior leagues 
as they continue to develop and expand. The Crewe & District Junior League has grown over 
previous years, not just in the number of teams taking part but also geographically with teams from 
as far away as Warrington now taking part. We are supporting them financially as they rebrand 
themselves as the East Cheshire Junior League to reflect this growing participation. 
 
We are also pleased to have been able to support the setting up of the new Chester Junior League 
which, in its first year has hit the ground running and is all down to the vision and enthusiasm of 
Emma Hilton, as it looks to build on that exciting start with the addition of new teams next year. 
 
We also continue to recognise the importance of coaching, especially at the junior level, and have 
once again provided financial support to a number of players who are actively wanting to coach and 
are looking to embark on the coaching pathway with their Foundation and Level 2 qualifications. 
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This is helping to put in place the foundations for increased participation and the development of our 
younger players and allowing them to experience competitive play in a friendly and enjoyable 
environment. 
 
As I have said in previous years, the League Representatives play an important part in the County’s 
affairs and again thanks must go to that group of people for their contribution to the meetings which 
is very much appreciated.   
 
We must express our appreciation to Kay Vickers who, despite a very hectic personal working 
schedule, still manages to maintain the website. We are also grateful to Ben Woodward who 
manages to upload fresh material onto the website. I know that both would be delighted to receive 
fresh badminton related articles for the website. The website is an important tool and vitally important 
in sharing badminton news.   
 
The wonderful game of badminton is key to why we meet and plan badminton for the future and 
long may this enthusiasm continue.   
 
As I have previously stated, and cannot emphasis more, the County owes a great deal of gratitude 
to Karl Bergh for all the work he does as Chairman and Treasurer and in other areas. I can 
categorically state that without Karl the County would have serious problems. Thank you again Karl 
for your continued dedication and enthusiasm. 
 
Last but not least, I would, on behalf of the County, like to once again thank our President, Roger 
Ewing, for his contribution to the County’s affairs. He always has a very sensible approach to all 
problems. 
 
May I take this opportunity to wish you all an enjoyable summer and we look forward to the 
resumption of badminton next season! 
 
Doreen Francey 
Secretary 
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TREASURERS REPORT FOR SEASON 2024/25 

 

The landscape across the County and in particular the structure of our Leagues and number of 
clubs has definitely changed post the covid era and what we see now is probably the way things 
are going to be for the foreseeable future, none more so than at junior level which is slowly making 
a recovery. 
 
The Leagues are continuing to see a drop-off in playing numbers, resulting in clubs having no 
option but to drop teams and several have, and still are, struggling to survive. 
 
We are not immune to these changes as they do naturally have a knock-on effect on our 
membership income. 
 
At County level, our three senior teams have enjoyed a full playing calendar as have the master’s 
group. 
 
In general terms though, our cash flow continues to be positive, and I am pleased to say that we 
have managed to mitigate some of the budgeted deficit for the year, reducing this from an 
estimated £542.00 to record a reduced deficit of £345.84. 
 
As in every set of accounts, there are several varying factors that have brought us to this position, 
some predicted and some not, so I will do my best to outline these for you. 
 
These accounts are still in draft form until Jill Jackson, our Independent Examiner has ‘signed 
them off’. 
 
Income   
 
Once again, we have seen fluctuating income from membership/county fees at £3,444.52 which is 
less than last year and less that we have thought was a reasonable budget of £3,700.00. It is still 
considerably lower than pre-covid levels of £4,668.00 and I very much doubt that we will get back 
to that level. It must also be remembered that we have not increased our county fees for many 
years in an effort to support our clubs and their members in times of rising costs. Something which 
may not be appreciated, is that county fees received are less a processing fee which typically nets 
down the adult fee of £4.25 to £3.98 and the junior fee from £1.10 to £0.90p 
 
Therefore, predicting future membership income with this level of uncertainty is quite difficult. 
 
During the covid pandemic, we took a prudent view and made a general provision of £2,000.00 to 
cover for the expected downturn in membership income. This year sees the remainder of this 
provision being fed through and next year will see the membership income fall back to actual 
levels once again. This provision was funded mainly from the return of previously paid BE entry 
fees following the cancellation and cutting short of the 20/21 ICC campaign plus our reduced 
expenditure during the covid lockdown period. 
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Tournament income, as has always been the case, is once again a major and crucial contributor to 
our finances. This season we have run three tournaments, two of which are BE Bronze and Silver 
circuit tournaments. Both continue to enjoy excellent entry levels and have helped to produce a 
significant surplus of £2,388.62. Whilst this is slightly down on last year it is up slightly on our 
budgeted figure of £2,200.00. I must repeat the same thing each year in that these tournaments 
are difficult to predict in terms of their viability but once again, the two tournaments are very much          
a fixture within the players calendar and all the feedback is that they enjoy them and look to play 
whenever they can.  
 
There is no doubt in my mind that the continued success of these tournaments is a product of how 
well they are run and administered. Our thanks must go to Alan Nottingham our Tournament 
Referee and Jan Bergh our Tournament Secretary, both of whom work extremely hard to prepare 
for and deliver these tournaments and we are indebted to their dedication and professionalism. 
 
Bank interest is slightly up on last year and an improvement on recent years, but as we are aware, 
this tracks the economy and recently we have seen rates drop back down quickly, so it is any 
bodies guess where it will be next year. 
 
Shuttle sales through the County Shuttle Scheme has seen a vast improvement, mostly down to 
supplying several larger clubs in the west of the county. I must again thank Helen Williams for 
doing a sterling job holding stocks and continuing to supply clubs in the Chester area.  
 
Sale of The North Wirral Trophy, that was discovered in somebodies’ loft, which dated back to the 
1920’s, turned out to be hallmarked silver, and in the absence of an obvious use for it, it realised a 
substantial salvage price of £835.00 which has allowed us to ring fence this to support the 
development of our junior leagues. 
 
So, income this year is up to £8,976.59 and it can clearly be seen that without the crucial 
contribution made by our tournament team, then we wouldn’t be able to finance our activities from 
membership fees alone. It is also artificially bolstered by the release of the remaining £650.00 
covid provision and the £835.00 from the sale of the trophy. Next year should see income 
returning to levels nearer an estimated £7,200.00 
 
 
Expenditure   
 
Generally, expenditure during the period has been predictable and has benefitted from a tight rein 
being kept on the purse strings. 
 
Meeting expenses have increased as a direct consequence of the increasing cost to hold our face-
to-face meetings back at The Hinderton Arms. We have now moved our venue in an attempt to 
keep these costs down in the future 
 
Coaching & Development expenditure this year has gone up significantly with the support of nine 
new Foundation coaches and one L2 coach and we have placed a further £175.00 into our 
development fund for future expenditure. This fund now stands at just over £3,000.00 and 
provides us with significant funds with which to support our clubs with their development initiatives 
and proposals. 
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A new item of expenditure this year is for Junior League Support. So far, we have provided 
£250.00 to the Chester Junior League to help get off the ground and we are working with them 
and the Crewe & District Junior League to see how we can help the growth and development of 
their leagues and support what is hoped will provide more opportunities for junior players to 
experience competitive play. We have the £835.00 ring fenced from the sale of the old trophy to 
help towards the financial support that may be required. 
 
The cost of holding the Baxter Trophy has increased this year, not only because of increased court 
and shuttle costs but also with the event expanded to welcome back the Stockport League after 
many years absence. 
 
The cost of the Senior County Squad was lower than last year, and the amount included in the 
budget. It is always difficult to budget at this time of year, as we never actually know where our 
teams will be allocated to play their matches and this often has a significant impact on the hotel 
costs at the chosen location. All teams have had a successful season, with the 2nd team achieving 
promotion. 
 
The overall cost of the master’s Group was contained at a lower cost than last year, in the main 
due to a better attendance at master’s group practices, which has contributed a surplus of 
£124.06. As yet we haven’t been advised of any potential increase in the cost of courts and 
catering at EPSV, so we may have to review match fees once advised. 
 
It is worth pointing out that, unlike other counties, we haven’t for many years, made a player 
charge for the County Challenge event in January each year in recognition of the significant cost 
that each player will incur in travelling and hotel accommodation. This has cost the group 
£1,416.00 this year, which is a substantial percentage of the overall group costs of £2,115.71. 
 
The other small cost of bank interest also marks the end of our ‘charge free’ accounts with Lloyds 
Bank as from January 2025, they are now charging a monthly maintenance fee and transaction 
charges, so we must factor this into our budgets for next year. 
 
 
Summary 
 
The overall result is a deficit carried forward of £345.84. 
 
The budget for next season is as difficult as ever to predict with any real certainty. However, but 
with the lack of covid provisions to help and the potential of increasing support for our junior 
leagues and coach development, we are looking at a potential deficit of £1,000.00. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Given the uncertain finances of some of our clubs and the general reduction in county members, 
we do feel that we should continue to support our clubs wherever we can and with that in mind, I 
would recommend that, once again, we don’t increase our county fees next season and that they 
remain at the pre-pandemic levels of £4.25 for an Adult Play Member and £1.10 for a Junior Play 
Member. 
 
 
Karl Bergh 
County Treasurer 
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MATCH SECRETARY REPORT FOR SEASON 2024/25 

 

Cheshire 1st Team 

Captain: Mike Roe 

Cheshire 1st competed in the Championship, the second tier nationally. 
The team showed strong competitiveness throughout the season, winning 5 out of 9 matches in a 
division that featured some of the country’s top teams and players. Several fixtures were tightly 
contested, with Cheshire successfully edging them out. 

The team’s standout discipline was Open Singles, where they secured victory in 8 out of 9 
matches—a remarkable achievement. 

They finished mid-table, avoiding relegation by a comfortable margin, and successfully retained 
their place in the Championship, demonstrating consistency and quality at a high level. 

Special congratulations to Steph Rowarth and Ryan Evans, who made their first-team debuts 
this season. 

 
Match Results 
Cheshire 1 v Sussex 1:  W 6-5 
Cheshire 1 v Notts 1:  W 7-4 
Cheshire 1 v Surrey 2:  W 6-5 
Cheshire 1 v Northumberland 1:  W 9-2 
Cheshire 1 v Yorkshire 1: L 9-2 
Cheshire 1 v ROI Leinster: L 9-2 
Cheshire 1 v Lanarkshire 1: L 8-3 
Cheshire 1 v Yorkshire 2:  W 9-2 
Cheshire 1 v Glasgow & NS:  L 8-3 
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Cheshire 2nd Team 

Captain: Jon Savoury 

Cheshire 2nd competed in Division 3 – North, the fifth tier nationally. 
The team’s objective was to regain promotion to Division 2—and they achieved this convincingly, 
with a game to spare on the final weekend. 

The season began with emphatic 11–0 and 10–1 victories and continued with consistently strong 
performances. Such was the dominance of Cheshire 2 that they did not drop a match in Open 
Doubles 1 or Women’s Doubles 2 all season—dropping only one set in each of those 
disciplines! Additionally, Open Singles 1, Women’s Singles 1, and Women’s Doubles 1 
dropped just one match each across the campaign. 

Despite not playing on the final weekend, Jamie Noble was the standout performer, winning 10 
out of 10 matches—a phenomenal contribution. 

Cheshire 2 were crowned winners of Division 3 – North and will compete in Division 2 – North 
next season. 

Congratulations to Risheka Sathyanathan and John Nuttall, who made their second team 
debuts this season. 

 

Match Results 

Cheshire 2 v Cheshire 3:  W 11-0 
Cheshire 2 v Lincolnshire 2:  W 10-1 
Cheshire 2 v Northumberland 2:  W 9-2 
Cheshire 2 v Durham:  W 9-2 
Cheshire 2 v Nottinghamshire 3: L 6-5 
Cheshire 2 v Staffordshire 2: W 7-4 
Cheshire 2 v Cumbria: W 7-4 
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Cheshire 3rd Team 

Captain: Ben Woodward 

Also competing in Division 3 – North, the fifth tier nationally, Cheshire 3 faced a tough start—
opening their campaign against Cheshire 2. 

However, the team responded with determination, engaging in crucial fixtures throughout 
November, January, and March. Competing fiercely in a strong division with high standards, 
Cheshire 3 finished mid-table, winning 4 out of 7 matches. 

This performance consolidated a solid season and provides momentum to push for further 
success next year. The team’s strongest events were Women’s Singles 2 and Open Doubles 2, 
where they suffered only two defeats across the season. 

Next season, Cheshire 3 will again compete in Division 3 – North, aiming to build on their 
progress and push for promotion. 

Congratulations to John Nuttall and Katie Forbes, who made their third team debuts this 
season. 

 
 
Match Results 
Cheshire 3 v Cheshire 2: L 11-0 
Cheshire 3 v Staffordshire 2: W 8-3 
Cheshire 3 v Cumbria: W 6-5 
Cheshire 3 v Nottinghamshire 3: L 7-4 
Cheshire 3 v Northumberland 2: W 7-4 
Cheshire 3 v Lincolnshire 2: W 7-4 
Cheshire 3 v Durham: L 8-3 
 
 
Ben Woodward 
Match Secretary 
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TOURNAMENT SECRETARY’S REPORT FOR SEASON 2024/25 

 
 
 

Cheshire County Championships 2024 
 
This event was played at Ellesmere Port Sports Village in September. There was not a huge entry-
only 54 players-but it did cover a wide age range and introduced a few new faces. A plate event 
was also played in the men’s singles. 
 
WS 4 Players. One group. Charlotte Forbes raced to victory without dropping a set and one of the 
younger players Rishika Sathyanathan 14 was the runner up. 
 
OS 13 Players. The four seeds were all group winners and had an easy route to the semi-finals. 
Jack Taylor (1) and Richard Morrissey (2) contested the final with Jack prevailing. 
 
Plate The final of the plate was a very close competitive three set match between Luke Betts and 
Kian Grimes with Kian eventually winning 21-23 21-17 23-21. 
 
WD 6 Pairs. The event was played in one group with some very close matches, but Charlotte 
Forbes and Sophie Taylor were unbeaten and untroubled on their way to the win. 
 
OD 15 pairs. Semi-final matches were contested by the seeded players again. Owen Edwards and 
Ryan Evans (3) beat the number 2 seeds Ben Dolman and Dave Edgar after losing the first set but 
couldn’t stop the unbeaten run of top seeds Jack Taylor and Richard Morrissey. 
 
XD 12 Pairs. Again, the top seeded pairs contested the semi-finals but there was no stopping the 
tournament’s best performing players. Jack Taylor and Charlotte Forbes had a straightforward 
victory over Richard Morrissey and Sophie Taylor. All four players featured in the finals of their 
events with Jack and Charlotte being treble winners! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Event Winners Runners Up 

Open Singles Jack Taylor Richard Morrissey 

Open Singles Plate Kian Grimes Luke Betts 

Ladies Singles Charlotte Forbes Rishika Sathyanathan 

Open Doubles Richard Morrissey Owen Edwards 

 Jack Taylor Ryan Evans 

Ladies Doubles Charlotte Forbes Linh Ly 

 Sophie Taylor Jennifer Moss 

Mixed Doubles Charlotte Forbes  Richard Morrissey 

 Jack Taylor Sophie Taylor 
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Senior Bronze December 2024 
 
There were 112 players which is a slightly lower entry than last year with reasonable Cheshire 
participation. There was a significant number of Lancashire players many of whom are overseas 
students at the Liverpool universities and are unknown quantities as far as ability is concerned. 
This makes it very difficult to seed events and produces some surprising results. 
 
WS Only 4 women in one group in this event which was won easily by Laura Muir of Scotland a 
regular to our events. 
 
OS 26 players. Seeds in this event included three Cheshire players. Aaron Sum aged just 17 was 
top seed but unfortunately, he came up against one of Lancashire’s better players and was beaten 
in the group stages. Cheshire players Akshat Sharma, Danny Chen and John Nuttall were all 
beaten in the quarterfinals. The final was a very exciting and entertaining match between two of 
the unknown Lancashire players Saurya Singh and Rituraj Nag Saurya winning 22-20 in the third 
set. 
 
WD 15 pairs. Sammy Gibbons (Hutt) and Georgia Hughes (the only non-Lancashire pair in the 
semi-finals) had a very close and entertaining match against the number 2 seeds Pei Yee Leong 
and Ellen Liddle losing 21-18 in the third set. The final was a comfortable win for the 3rd seeds 
Jasmine Kwong and Zoe Siu. 
 
OD 25 pairs. The open doubles event became competitive in the latter stages with seven of the 
seeded pairs being involved in the quarter finals. 1st seeds Owen Edwards (CH) and George 
Richards (La) were drawn against the only other Cheshire player Jamie Noble and Matt Vacher 
(Wales) seeded 5 and unfortunately found themselves playing the only unseeded pair of Saurya 
Singh (Singles winner!) and Robert Sokman of Lancashire. This pairing were then beaten by Tom 
Burton and Simon Parker. 
 
XD 29 pairs. Again, Lancashire and Cheshire players featured strongly in the quarter and semi-
finals. Jamie Noble (Ch) and Ellen Liddle (La) had a very exciting and competitive 3 set semi-final 
match against Matthew Timms and Rachel Dewhurst and were very unlucky to lose 18-21 24-22 
24-22 in the best match of the tournament. Sophie Taylor and Owen Edwards (Ch) lost in their 
semi-final. The final was another hard fought 3 set match between Matthew Timms and Rachel 
Dewhurst who just lost out to another Lancashire pair Rituraj Nag and Zoe Siu. 
 
 
 

Event Winners Runners Up 

Open Singles Saurya Singh (Lancashire) Rituraj Nag (Lancashire) 

Ladies Singles Laura Muir (Scotland) Abigayl Mellor (Lancashire) 

Open Doubles Tim Burton (Warwickshire) Saurya Singh (Lancashire) 

 Simon Parker (Cambridgeshire) Robert Sokman (Lancashire) 

Ladies Doubles Jasmin Kwong (Lancashire) Pei Yee Leong (Lancashire) 

 Zoe Siu (Lancashire) Ellen Liddle (Lancashire) 

Mixed Doubles Rituraj Nag (Lancashire) Matthew Timms (Lancashire) 

 Zoe Sui (Lancashire) Rachel Dewhurst (Lancashire) 
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Senior Silver January 2025 
 
This event was played on the 25th and 26th January 2025 at Ellesmere Port Sports Village. There 
were 102 players which was slightly fewer than previously and was quite well supported by 
Cheshire players. 
 
WS 7 players. As is now the usual case there were very few players in this event. One of these 
was 15-year-old Ashleigh Mok of Cheshire who had two extremely close three set matches in her 
box winning one and narrowly losing to the number 2 seed Dorsa Yavarivafa of Warwickshire. 
Charlotte Forbes, also of Cheshire, beat Dorsa in the final in a well contested match having lost 
the first set. 
 
OS 35 Players. The outstanding match in this event was the quarter final between the number 5 
seed Ka Wai Ng of Lancashire and number 2 seed Phil Pahatouridis of Essex. This was a very 
close and exciting match eventually won by Ka Wai 23-21 19-21 23-21 who went on to lose in the 
semi-final to Rituraj Nag of Lancashire. Jack Taylor of Cheshire the number 1 seed had a largely 
untroubled route to the final but was beaten in a close three set match by Rituraj. 
 
WD 9 pairs. Unfortunately, neither of the Cheshire pairs in this event succeeded in winning their 
boxes at the group stage. The number 1 seeds Sophie Brealey (Derbyshire) and Rachel Vickers 
(Cheshire) were also beaten at the group stage in a very competitive match by the group winners 
Yilin Tang and Donglin Zhou of Leicestershire 22-24 23-21 21-10. Lila Dundas (Surrey) and Yulia 
Tang (Yorkshire) convincingly beat the number 2 seeds Vivien Cheng (Lancashire) and Cici Lu 
(Yorkshire) so the final was between two unseeded pairs Tang and Zhou winning 19-21 21-19 21-
16. 
 
OD 21 pairs. Daniel Font (Cheshire) and Andrew Oates (Warwickshire) and Richard Morrissey 
(Cheshire) and Andrew Zhu (Oxfordshire) both won their group stage matches to reach the quarter 
finals. Richard and Andrew lost to Kar Hon Luu and Matt Tolman of Lancashire, who were the 4th 
seeded finalists, having won the first set whilst Dan and Andrew progressed to the final with an 
excellent three set win over Alex Marritt and Mark Pratt the Yorkshire 3rd seeds and a convincing 
two set win over Leon and Luke Griffiths the 2nd seeds from Surrey. Dan and Andrew emerged 
easy winners in their final against Kar Hon and Matt. 
 
MD 20 pairs. All three Cheshire pairs progressed through to the quarter finals where Daniel Font 
and Georgia Hughes lost a close three set match to 3rd seeds Kar Hon Luu and Vivien Cheng of 
Lancashire. Unfortunately, Cheshire pairs Richard Morrissey and Sophie Taylor and Jack Taylor 
and Charlotte Forbes came up against each other in the semi-final with Jack and Charlotte coming 
out on top. They played Andrew Oates and Phoebe Moore of Warwickshire and won a three-set 
match having lost the first set. 
 
So, a fair amount of success for Cheshire players in a tournament that stretched the nerves of the 
referee and gopher (me) as the clock ran down and the players continued to battle on court. Many 
thanks to EPSV for their understanding. As always, the organisers and players enjoyed the 
weekend and apparently, we are the only county who give prize money instead of medals which 
may be why we are so popular with the local students and get such a high entry level for both the 
Bronze and the Silver. 
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The next tournament that Alan Nottingham and I are officiating at is for Badminton England and is 
an U17 Gold at Ellesmere Port Sports Village on the 4th and 5th of October 2025. I’m sure we can 
expect a high level of ability. 
 
 
 
The Senior County Championships will be held on 27th September 2025. The date for the 2025 
Senior Bronze is 6th December 2025 but as yet, we do not have a firm date in January 2026 for 
the Senior Silver until the calendar is published in the next few weeks. 
 
 
Jan Bergh 
Tournament Secretary                                                           
 

  

Event Winners Runners Up 

Open Singles Rituraj Nag (Lancashire) Jack Taylor (Cheshire) 

Ladies Singles Charlotte Forbes (Cheshire) Dorsa Yavarivafa (Warwickshire) 

Open Doubles Dan Font (Cheshire) Kar Hon Luu (Lancashire) 

 Andrew Oates (Warwickshire) Matthew Tolman (Lancashire) 

Ladies Doubles Yilin Tang (Leicestershire) Lila Dundas (Surrey) 

 Donglin Zhou (Leicestershire) Yulia Tang (Yorkshire) 

Mixed Doubles Jack Taylor (Cheshire) Andrew Oates (Warwickshire) 

 Charlotte Forbes (Cheshire) Phoebe Moore (Warwickshire) 
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MASTERS SECRETARY’S REPORT FOR SEASON 2024/25 

 

We fielded 6 teams in the County Championship last season at every age group except for O50 
where we could do with some more ladies. Our younger age groups fared very well, and the highlight 
was once again the O40s who won the Northern division beating some very good sides on the way. 
At finals weekend in April, they went one better than last season by just getting the better of 
Hertfordshire in their semi-final but alas lost in the final to Essex. Nevertheless, congratulations are 
due for another excellent season.  
 
 
As we move up the age groups our O45 and O55 had credible seasons with both teams finishing 
2nd in their divisions. Two excellent wins for the O45s against Lancashire are worthy of mention. In 
the older age groups O60 to O65 life was a little tougher. I would point out that there were lengthy 
injury lists for those teams and they are up against some strong teams, demonstrated by the fact 
that the National champions all came from the Northern group with Yorkshire winning at O60 and 
O70 and Lancashire at O65.  
 
 
Next seasons divisions are looking very similar though I do find the new team of NE Wales O40 
being placed in the Midlands division a little puzzling. Our O55 team will also be competing against 
West of Scotland next season. The chairman of the national organising committee has apologised 
for some divisions being small and this impacts us at O45 and O60 with only the Roses counties to 
play. There is a lack of Northern counties with the absence of Cumbria, Durham and Northumberland 
whilst at the same time there are a glut of counties in the Southeast which makes the current regional 
model difficult to operate. 
 
 
 A big thank you goes to the captains and managers of all the age groups for the difficult task of 
running the teams. Sometimes there are too many players and sometimes not enough but without 
the efforts of our captains we would have no county badminton. I would also like to thank Karl for all 
his efforts in sorting the courts, the shuttles and the finances.  
 
 
For those of you who play on the tournament circuit there are two new tournaments this coming 
season with the Leicester Bronze (6/9) and the Oxford Bronze (19/10) with all the traditional 
tournaments carrying on in their usual slots starting at Cumbria (11/10). 
 
 
The Masters County Challenge is a firm favourite for many players and takes place on the 2nd 
weekend in January so next year this will be on 10/1. The details are not yet published but I do know 
that the venues are already booked so we will have teams at Milton Keynes, Worcester and 
Birmingham. At last season’s competition we had 3 premiership teams at O40, O60 and O65. The 
O40 were my team of the weekend with a 2nd place finish, the O60 were stricken with injuries and 
so were relegated and the O65 just managed to stay up. We fared very well with our Div1 teams 
with the O45 just winning promotion along with the O70 winning their league. The O55 finished 2nd 
despite being a player down on the 2nd day. Well done to everyone who turned out. 
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Finally, I always enjoy seeing Cheshire players doing well and I have two worthy mentions. It seems 
a long time ago now as it was at the very beginning of the season, but Liz McTaggart won the 
European Championships at O60 ladies doubles. This achievement despite the fact it was a scratch 
partnership.  
 
 
The 2nd mention is that we had a player selected for the England Nations Cup team played recently 
in Spain. Dave Edgar played in the O40 group and indeed captained that age group. England won 
the event beating Denmark in the final. 
 
 
 
Derek Neary 
Masters Secretary. 
 


